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From Thursday January 25th, 1973 NBC News Coverage of the Funeral of the 36th President of The United 
States Lyndon Baines Johnson 


President Lyndon Johnson 1908-1972 
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funeral for mr. Johnson will shortly take place is the National City Christian Church it's about two miles from 
the Capitol building it's the church where mr. Johnson attended his last service as president a service in 
which he heard a prayer he had written for the occasion the route of the motorcade from the Capitol is west 
along Constitution Avenue then Northwest on Pennsylvania Avenue to 14th Street and finally north on 14th 
Street to the church at Thomas Circle and that's at the convergence of Vermont and Massachusetts Avenue 
this was President Johnson's favorite Church he felt particularly close to the minister of the church the 
service there is expected to last no more than 40 minutes when are going to go to the church where Paul 
dude is for the beginning of the services and Barbara the motorcade is now pulling up to the church and 
President Nixon and mrs. Nixon are arriving the nixon daughters edward Cox and President Nixon and mrs. 
Nixon first family now walking up the steps into the church 
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competent by the minister dr. George Davis mrs. Eisenhower sitting with the Nixon family the flowers at the 
front of the church are remembrances from various government leaders officials old friends British 
government is represented the Canadian government it was also a wreath from Governor Wallace of 
Alabama 
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the organ meditation now includes some of the favorite hymns president and mrs. Johnson now inside the 
church is leave McCarthy the church has been filling up since about 8:30 this morning it's now about half full 
many of the members of the Johnson administration are here we have seen from our vantage point which is 
in the balcony Robert McNamara Nichols captain back Lawrence O'Brien a Portis came in a little while ago 
also Bobby Baker one of these sad points in President Johnson's career the scandal which surrounded 
Bobby Baker and eventually sent him to prison back out front the church and Paul Duke now the motorcade 
bearing the body President Johnson begins to reach Thomas 
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President Johnson begins to reach Thomas Circle where the church is situated motor cave pulling into the 
circle around in front of the church Hey we have insurance 
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mrs. Johnson greeting the minister her daughters and their family immediately behind her among others at 
the service today this former Japanese premier Santa Mayor Daley of Chicago arrived a short while ago at a 
king with a Martin Luther 
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while ago at a king with a Martin Luther King to Washington Washington DC they are a Trustin civil rights 
leader Emanuel Celler of New York served in Congress for 50 years and worked closely with mr. Johnson 
civil rights legislation George McGovern and mrs. McGovern are here along with numerous other senators 
and representatives several governors outside the church maybe honor guard 
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this concludes the Today programs special extended coverage of the final ceremonies and funeral services 
for former President Lyndon Johnson NBC News will continue with its full coverage of the funeral with David 
Brinkley commenting after this brief pause for station identification Lyndon Baines Johnson a service of 
tribute here is NBC News correspondent David Brinkley it's 10:00 a.m. in Washington as you have seen the 
casket burying the body of the late president is now being carried into the church where the congregation 
and guests are in place and the service is about to start gracious and compassionate father lover of the souls 
of men often we have walked through the dust to sunset we have come here to celebrate sunrise often we 
have known the bitter taste of defeat we come here to celebrate victory often we have looked into the dark 
eyes of death we come here to celebrate life often we have walked to the mournful sound of muffled drums 
we are grateful we may hear clear and exalting above all human sounds of Earth the glorious trumpets of 
God who god of 
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the glorious trumpets of God who god of sunrise and of life god of trumpets and eternal victory grant these 
moments together to the moments lifting us up to mountain peaks of spiritual Transfiguration o thou who 
does bring comfort and spiritual Hope to man thanks be to thee to whom be belong forever and forever 
leontyne price Metropolitan Opera Oh Lord take my 
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I'm Todd | am me Oh Oh tape ah when my way 
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Oh 
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Oh Oh what three stones Oh whoa you let us hear the word of the Lord and what the Spirit says to the 
churches the Lord is my shepherd | shall not want he maketh me to lie down in green pastures he leadeth 
me beside the still waters he restoreth my soul he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake yea though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death | will 
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valley of the shadow of death | will fear no evil for god is with me let not your heart be troubled he believed in 
God Jesus said believe also in me in my father's house are many rooms | go to prepare a place for you that 
where | am there you may be also and | saw a new heaven and a new earth for the first heaven and the first 
Earth were passed away and there was no more sea and | saw the holy city New Jerusalem coming down 
from God out of heaven God shall be with them and be their God and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes and there shall be no night there jesus said | am the resurrection and the life he that believeth in 
me shall never die thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ maybe part 


these words Oh God are thy words this book from which we have read written by men is in a deeper sense 
from your hands a gift of eternity to time we read and hear and ponder it for in so doing we know we were 
made not for the dust but for everlasting life that we are the children the friends and the co-workers of God 
yes Oh father even as this book itself declares we are but a little lower than God himself and for this we are 
grateful in the Spirit of Christ with the congregation unite as you remain seated and singing the great hymn 
one of President Johnson's favorites you 
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he was ours and we loved him beyond any telling of it he shared his victories and he shared his defeats in 
victory he taught us to be magnanimous and defeat he taught us to be without heat to learn to rally to accept 
the challenge and to try again he believed that good men together could accomplish anything even the most 
impossible of Dreams no matter who is opponent he constantly sought to find that touchstone within the soul 
of every man which if discovered would release the impulse for honest and fair solution hate was never in 
this man's heart each of you has your own memories of this man who served for 37 years in this city | had 
the honor of being with through the found four years of his presidency and those great moments of triumph 
when the American people endorsed him so strongly and those magnificent hours when he stood before the 
Congress of the 
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when he stood before the Congress of the United States and led the way to the passage of laws long 
overdue that would lead to justice long denied and in that darkness far light when there's a man seeking 
peace he was forced to continue a bitter war to honor our country's commitment for a small far-off Ally | 
watched the grave coming to his hair | saw each deep line Hetch itself into his face as he gave all in his 
command to lead our country through the terminal which surged around us | watched him as he used his 
great gift of persuasion to convince a southern US and a southern senator that the tunt time had come for 
civil rights law | watched him Formula secured passage and signed into law the most comprehensive 
legislative program in education housing conservation and health of any president in history | watched him in 
the Situation Room at the time of crisis during the six-day war when only his ability his knowledge and his 
sheer courage helped to keep that conflict from widening into a deeper confrontation | set with him those 
long nights as he endured the agony of Vietnam and he sought the key to peace and as he waited for word 
of men whom he 
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and as he waited for word of men whom he had ordered into battle each was a human being to him not a 
statistic each was a name linked with wives and parents and children he cared for people not for numbers so 
desperately that he want a just and lasting peace so much did he want us to reason together so much did he 
earn that man's goodness would triumph over man's evil so often as friend turned to political foe did he nod 
was sad understanding and pray that in the years to come the sacrifices he was making would be worthy of 
the American people and served ultimately as a firm platform on which to build a better America and through 
it only | saw him earnestly seek God's wisdom for his decisions but this man have a strong belief in the 
almighty President Nixon as you so eloquently stated in your message informing Congress of President 
Johnson's death it was his noble and difficult destiny to lead America through a long dark night of necessity 
at home and abroad if he could have chosen other circumstances in which to be president perhaps he would 
have but America has a capacity to call 
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have but America has a capacity to call forth the leadership that must have and those hours of its greatest 
me we had Abraham Lincoln when he was needed we had Franklin Roosevelt when he was needed history 
will record that in the seventh decade of the 20th century America had Lyndon Johnson when he was 
needed when you remember him remember him please for two things his devotion to his country and his 


restraint so often in his presidency dissension escalated into violence yet always no matter how critical the 
situation is interfering in the people came to the fore and his restraint and the uses of power permitted the 
people to confront each situation and overcoming utilizing the inherent rights of free men those of us who 
love me take comfort in the knowledge that before he died he could see the dawn of domestic tranquility and 
a foreign peace which he gave so much of his great heart to bring about the structure of peace which 
President Nixon with great distinction and determination is building in the world today will rest upon a 
foundation laid by loneliness and stubborn courage of Lyndon Johnson this man's Restless searching heart 
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this man's Restless searching heart begin to give up long before January the 22nd he gave so much of 
himself to so many that it is wondrous that God in His glory granted him four years to enjoy his retirement 
and the hill country he's so deeply treasured not for him the easy way not for him the halfway measures he 
was a tall man of giant character and when he committed himself he committed himself totally and he asked 
his countrymen to do the same he asked those who had much to be concerned for those who had least he 
asked us to live up to our national promise he asked us to be worthy of our heritage he asked us to be true to 
ourselves but he never he never asked more than he was willing to give and what he gave was good enough 
to confirm and advance the progress of the nation he served Lyndon Johnson loved a woman she was his 
greatest joy and she was his greatest comfort he loved his children and he loved his grandchildren and to 
see all of them together was a heartwarming experience for it transcended normal family devotion and 
coupled with that he loved each of us 
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coupled with that he loved each of us sometimes with wry amusement at our failures often with sharp words 
at our imperfections but always with a sweeping and generous understanding of our frailties the dimensions 
of this man were vast he is gone from us now and this afternoon we shall take him home and he will be 
forever a part of the hill country last September | had the opportunity to be with him when he spoke of 
America and of the future he knew then that he might not see another autumn but this was not a man who 
welcomed our needed sympathy years from now when historians are praising his speech that day could 
dessert could serve as the cornerstone of their research for it reflected the true Lyndon Johnson he gave 
much of himself to it and it might well be his epitaph he said with the coming of September each year we're 
reminded as the song says that the days are dwelling down to a precious view the green leaves of summer 
will begin to brown the chilly winds of winter will begin to blow and before we're ready for the end to come the 
year will be gone as it is with the calendar 
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will be gone as it is with the calendar so it sometimes seems to be with our country and our system but there 
are those among us who would have us believe that America has come to its own September and that our 
nation's span as mankind's last best hope will be done President Johnson continued but | live by the faith 
that with each passing day we're always approaching Europe to the beginning of a new springtime and it is 
but that perspective that | see our country now no nation can be more than the vision of its people America 
cannot be more than we believe ourselves capable of becoming | want to open the soul of America to the 
warm sunlight of faith in itself faith in the principles and precepts of its birth and faith in the promise and 
potential of its people that was Lyndon Baines Johnson the 36th president of the United States of America 
the years will be lonely without him | stand in a unique relationship in this 
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| stand in a unique relationship in this pulpit as | stood across the years in a unique relationship | was not the 
political adviser of President Johnson | have a no expertise in this field he never asked my opinion about 
what he should do in this policy or that | was not his emissary he never sent me on a mission to secure 
information or to share with him my insights into the international picture around him as does President Nixon 


there were men and women qualified in their fields | was his minister and his friend what more could a man 
ask | was his minister in that he knew if he wanted my spiritual service | was at his command but he never 
asked me for anything at a time | was committed to something he felt would be an imposition upon me | was 
his friend because he trusted me and knew that | would never with friend or foe betray him but he was my 
minister and friend you see lay people are ministers too | learned from him many lessons | learned first of all 
how to deal with the pressures of life and how to live within this city which drives men to insanity and to early 
graves as President Truman so eloquently said though in a strange way if you can't stand the heat get out 
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way if you can't stand the heat get out of the kitchen from Lyndon Johnson | learned that men can live with in 
the heat and bear it | learned what prayer means from him | was often in prayer with him but never with a 
man in desperation grasping at a straw as if a ship were going down he wanted prayer as if he were talking 
to the friend of the universe and then I've watched him wheel down quarters or hospitals to surgery laughing 
with the nurses and the interns for to him religion was no funny business religion was life and you could best 
work it out in your profession and he felt as I'm sure President Nixon does that in the political field and arena 
there he could best express God's will for his life and his help to humankind | was his minister and friend he 
was my minister and friend briefly | want to leave a text with you from the Old Testament from a word God 
gave when Moses died now Lyndon Johnson and | never called him Lyndon always President Johnson 
would had before being compared to any character in the Bible he would consider this a vast presumption for 
he was so human that's what | liked about him one of the things | liked about it | think one of the things he 
liked about me was that he thought | wasn't a stuffed shirt please the ask people leader when Moses died 
and there were likenesses the hardness of discipline great decisions 
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hardness of discipline great decisions sitting on top of a volcano you didn't create trying to control it when 
Moses died people began to wonder what on earth are we to do and God said to Joshua and to the people of 
Israel Moses my servant is dead now therefore arise there is time for sorrow | shall cry about this in private 
when | am alone and feel no shame where | love him with profound devotion there is a time for mourning but 
the word America needs today the word Lyndon Johnson would speak today if he were speaking the word 
God says to us | believe Lyndon my servant is dead now therefore arise arise first of all to memory to the 
memory of his vast accomplishments and you name the area he strove he he said whether it was original 
with him | know | don't know but he said it it isn't hard to do right it's hard to know what his right to do let us 
arise and stand in exaltation to remember what this man did in his human would for Moses was human he 
was not even allowed to enter the promised land but he was God's man | think God uses men not angels 
angels frighten me God uses men on earth to do his will human men with frailties and sins and weaknesses 
Lyndon my servant is dead therefore arise to the great memory and Heritage's let let us arise the memory let 
us arise to rededication the task is unfinished Moses could not enter the promised land 
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Moses could not enter the promised land due to some fall of his own some flaw in his nature he could only 
stand and looking to the promised land while Joshua led the people in but he helped to build the road toward 
that Promised Land not all of us lived to see our dreams accomplished why do we have to why can't we let 
the future accomplish some of them why can't we let our children and our grandchildren do something why 
do we have to worry ourselves that believing we have to accomplish all the tasks and that we fade if 
somehow we didn't achieve all of our dreams my father never did my mother never did nobody ever did 
Lynden my servant is dead therefore arise and be to the task then that my servant is dead therefore the call 
to renew do a rebirth of faith personal and deep and profound the newspapers reported that President 
Johnson died alone Oh Oh No Oh not alone no man ever dies alone men die lonely Desson ghettos on 
battlefields in loneliness but never alone for they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength they shall 
mount up with wings as Eagles they shall run and not be weary they shall walk and not faint | planned a see 


President Johnson someday again | do not know how in the mystery of God this will be accomplished | don't 
even know how | got into this world | don't understand how my grandchildren were born how this miracle of 
human birth is achieved | therefore do not understand what heaven is or where it is or how we get there | 
believe deep within me | shall cross his 
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believe deep within me | shall cross his path again and that he is alive Lyndon Johnson is dead but alive 
therefore arise to the age in which we live committed to the tasks in which he believed and in which you 
believe one of the most magnificent things he ever accomplished was in that great crisis following the 
assassination of President Kennedy when he assumed the leadership and with his wonderful wife helped to 
hold this nation together and never in all of our history has a more gracious exchange of power been made 
than between President Nixon and President Johnson it will stand out through all the years of American 
history as one of the most gracious acts on the part of two men in the exchange of power and arise arise 
onward Christian soldiers Oh 
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oh boy Oh hard Oh you Oh 
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Oh following the benediction would you remain standing please grant us Oh father to go from this sacred 
place where our dear friend and comrade so 


01:02:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfePDr6JR81&t=3720s 





where our dear friend and comrade so often prayed and worship as he himself would have asked Oh looking 
into the tomorrow's with bright hope and unafraid upon the gracious lady who has walked through the years 
by his side blessing every life she touched upon their family and all friends indeed God upon us all sent the 
comfort of thy spirit help us to believe more in God but help us also to believe more in man in people grant us 
to trust our deepest faith and not our doubts will God thank you that our paths crossed the path of this man 
Lyndon Johnson we have no doubt no doubt at all in your good time our paths will cross again that your 
blessing rest upon the now president of the United States his gracious family and those associated with him 
as they lead this nation into the unknown and critical but exciting and thrilling days ahead and we know from 
somewhere in the land of beginning again Lyndon Johnson joins us in this prayer and now may the love of 
God the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
both now forever Oh 
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ah you 


01:12:50 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=wfePDr6JR81&t=4370s 





you 
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you 
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